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Be medicine wise moment: A salient story of an un-reported
adverse effect on a Melbourne street (From Heather Pym)

Nearing the finish of “Opioid therapy in chronic pain: use a planned approach” educational visits to
General Practitioners in the Melbourne Network | was made aware of an unusual “adverse effect ®
and a warning to patients using ‘patches’ for their chronic pain.

The patient — a small, older Vietnamese lady was on an outing to the local shopping centre — the first
in a long time since she had been confined to home with her painful chronic arthritis. She was getting
along quite well In fact this particular morning she felt better than she had in a long time. Her pain
was not so bad and she was able to discard her ‘patch’ this day. She was ‘medicine wise' and knew
not to apply a ‘patch’ when she was able to cope.

demanded her drugs! This shopping strip was a known druggie _ } }Lf‘“‘—'}- -
haunt and the sniffer dogs had been deployed to bail up and arrest ' - /
all local drug dealers. Y o

Nt
The tenacious dog was not giving up — so an explanation was i 7

o
demanded. Of course there were no ‘deals’ going on here but the \
law was not convinced.

However at the shopping strip her day out was rudely interrupted by
a police sniffer dog bounding up to her and creating a huge ruckus,
barking and sniffing and frightening the little lady out of her wits!
Yet worse was to come - a tall policeman leered over her and

Despite a thorough patting down and search of her handbag and
shopping bag there was still no evidence of the drugs exciting the canine and his masterl

After all, the slight, old Vietnamese lady knew drugs were bad and was definitely not into this scene.
However she did use a ‘patch’ for her pain so this may be an explanation. Now the search was on for
the patch we know was not needed today. However the law demanded she take off her clothes and
show the ‘patch’.

All that was showing was a small pinkish area where it had been and after the embarrassing search it
was deemed that traces of the Buprenorphine on her skin had been detected by the sniffer dog.

At her next GP review the lady described her embarrassment and warned the GP of the
consequences of this un-reported adverse effect.
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Wednesday 24 August 2011
Presented by:

CPDWorks
Education & Training
University Department of
Rural Health (UDRH)

CPDWaorks* is part of a support
package aimed at enhancing the
allied health workforce in rural
and regional Victoria, funded by
the Department of Health

{* formerly SAHWEP - State-wide Allied
Health Workforce Educatton Program)
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