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Dental Health – Steps for GP
A Medicare Rebate is available for dental services to residents with chronic conditions and complex care needs, where the dental problem is significantly adding to the seriousness of the chronic condition and the GP has contributed to the Aged Care Home Care Plan & claimed an Item 731.

A maximum of 3 services can be claimed per 12 month period


Note: if the Dentist bulk bills or charges the rebate of $77.95 then the cost of the service is fully covered by Medicare
If the Dentist chooses to charge a private fee the resident will have some out of pocket expenses after claiming the rebate from Medicare.




GP contributes to Care Plan and records the need for Dental services.





GP claims Item 731 from Medicare Australia (formerly HIC)





Most Dentists and Dental specialists are already registered with Medicare Australia (if not then need to register) 





GP uses an (EPC Program Referral Dental Form) to refer the resident to a Dentist for Dental Assessment & Report 





Dental treatment can be given the same day if indicated, or the Dentist may refer the resident on to another Dentist or Dental Specialist for further management





Dentist/ Dental Specialist will provide a report to the GP.











Adapted  from North East Valley Division of general Practice by GPA -South Gippsland , May 2007

