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GPA will be closed from 24 December 2009 to 3 January 2010 (inclusive) 
 

 
URGENT NEED FOR WOMEN TO RECEIVE FINAL DOSE OF CERVICAL CANCER VACCINE 
 

All women aged 18 to 26 who have received the first two doses of the cervical cancer vaccine need to 
book their final injection immediately. 
 

The Australian Government’s free vaccination program for women aged 18–26 ends on 31 December 
this year.  Women are able to access their third dose for free if they accessed their first dose before 30 
June 2009.  The vaccine will continue to be offered free of charge for girls in Year 7 as part of the 
ongoing National Immunisation Program. 
 

Cancer Council Victoria has distributed a media release reminding women of the need to complete the 
vaccination program. 
 

In it, Cancer Council Victoria Director Professor David Hill said:  “It is incredibly important for women to 
access all three doses, as this provides optimal effectiveness against the four types of human papilloma 
virus (HPV types 16, 18, 6, 11) protected by the vaccine which cause 70% of cervical cancers”. 
 

Please remind women who attend your clinic that the y need to complete the vaccine program, 
and stress that it is vitally important for vaccina ted women to continue having two-yearly Pap 
tests between the ages of 18 and 70.  
 

For more information about the cervical cancer vaccine, Pap tests and HPV visit www.papscreen.org.au 
or call the Cancer Council helpline on 13 11 20. 

 
 
Diploma in Child Health available 
 
The Children’s Hospital at Westmead is offering the Diploma in Child Health. 
 
The Diploma in Child Health (DCH) is a one year part-time distance education program comprising 111 
hours of lectures and supporting material delivered on internet or on DVD which provides a 
comprehensive, evidence based overview of current best practice in child health care. 
 
Fees for 2010:  GP/Doctors by distance education   $2,690.00 
   GP Registrar distance or local attendance  $2,190.00 
 
Application information and on-line enrolments for 2010 are available on the website: 
www.chw.edu.au/dcsh  
 
 
Drought/Mental Health Resources on Website 
 

Check out the GPA website for some new or updated Drought/Mental Health resources: 
 

·  Self care Strategies Workbook  
·  South Gippsland Drought/Mental Health Plan 2009  
·  Mental Health Local Services Directory  

 

To access these documents, or other Drought/Mental Health resources, please go to the GPA website 
at: http://www.gpasouthgippsland.com.au/Publications/ResourcesforPractices/  
 

To discuss any aspect of the Drought/Mental Health Program, please contact Liz Craig on 5674 0900 or 
l.craig@gpasouthgippsland.com.au.  

Tuesday 8 December 2009 
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IMMUNISATION UPDATE 
Jo Hillbrick 

Immunisation Coordinator 
 

The TGA has announced that children between 6 months and 9 years of age are approved to receive 
the Panvax H1N1 vaccine. 
 

The Commonwealth government health emergency web site has Frequently Asked Questions and 
Answers to assist: 
http://www.healthemergency.gov.au/internet/healthemergency/publishing.nsf/Content/kids-vaccine-qna-toc 
 

Things to note for the child Panvax H1N1 vaccine program: 

·  Infants and children 6 months to less than 3 years 
Are given 0.25ml IM 

When the prefilled syringe (Panvax H1N1 Junior) is available, it contains 0.25ml (7.5ug HA) 
2 doses are recommended with a minimum of 28 days between doses. 

The multi dose vial (MDV) can be used until the prefilled syringe (Panvax H1N1 Junior) is in stock 
0.25 ml must be withdrawn for injection from the MDV for infants and children 6 months to less than 
3 years. 

MDV contains thiomersal and is safe to be used in this age group (ATAGI recommendation).  If 
travelling overseas shortly, a single dose offers very good protection in the short term.  The second 
dose offers longer lasting protection. 
 

·  Children 3 to 9 years of age 
Are given 0.5ml IM 

0.5 ml (15ug HA) is withdrawn from the MDV for children 3 to 9 years of age, 2 doses are 
recommended with a minimum of 28 days between doses. 

Only use the MDV in this age group.  MDV contain thiomersal and is safe to be used in this age 
group. 

If travelling overseas shortly, a single dose offers very good protection in the short term.  The 
second dose offers longer lasting protection 

 

You can start the child vaccine program now using the MDV.  Remember to continue to follow the MDV 
guideline for safe vaccine administration. 
 

Prefilled syringes of Panvax H1N1 Junior, 0.25ml (7.5ug HA) will be pre-allocated and sent out in the 
next 1 to 2 weeks. 
 
Autism resources  
 

Allied Health Professions Australia (AHPA), the peak body representing allied health in Australia, has 
been funded by the Department of Health and Ageing to develop information in relation to the Australia 
Government’s Helping Children with Autism package. 
 

AHPA have established a website which includes information for consumers and health professionals 
on autism, resources and links to state and territory autism associations. 
 

AHPA will provide all general practice networks with a limited number of hard copy versions of the 
booklets (consumer and health professional).  For more information visit the AHPA website - 
www.autism.ahpa.com.au 
 
Medicare Australia new eLearning tool  
 

Medicare Australia has released an advanced eLearning program to help health professionals 
understand their obligations when working with Medicare Benefits Schedule chronic disease 
management items. 
 

Medicare and you – Chronic Disease Management for GPs covers MBS chronic disease management 
items for General Practitioners management plans, team care arrangements and allied health items 
10950 to 10970. 
 

To access Medicare and you – Chronic Disease Management for GPs please visit Medicare Australia’s 
website www.medicareaustralia.gov.au/education 
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Breast Screen Victoria resources for GPs  
 
To assist GPs to provide women with information about breast cancer screening and, in particular, how 
to make an appointment in the program, BreastScreen Victoria have developed simple to use electronic 
resources. 
 
Although a doctor’s referral is not required for women to attend BreastScreen Victoria,  the Program 
works closely with GPs and their dedication and ongoing contribution is greatly appreciated. GPs are 
instrumental in encouraging initial participation and return-to-screening attendance and in the event of a 
breast cancer diagnosis, women are referred back to their GPs for care and management. 
 
For more information visit the BreastScreen Victoria website www.breastscreen.org.au  

Mind the Gap workshops  
 
Mind the Gap is delivered by 
Family Planning Victoria in 
partnership with VACCHO, the 
Centre for Adolescent Health 
and YEAH. 
 
The Victorian Department of 
Health is about to launch:  
A guide to GLBTI inclusive 
practice: improving healthcare 
and service delivery within 
Victorian Department of Health 
funded organisations. The 
workshop will draw directly on 
these guidelines and assist you 
in implementing them into your 
practice. 
 
Expressions of Interest are 
being sought for the workshop - 
Working with Sexual Minorities:  
The ABC of creating a culturally 
sensitive workplace. FPV will 
plan workshop locations and 
times around the information 
provided to maximise 
opportunities and reduce travel 
requirements. The four hour 
workshop will run from February 
2010 onwards. RACGP 
Category 1 points will be 
available to GPs who attend 
this workshop. 
 
Expressions of interest should 
be directed to Dr Kimberley 
Ivory at kivory@fpv.org.au 
before Fri 11 December 2009. 
 


